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Rheumatoid Factor in Schizophrenia 
Sir, 
Immunological abnormalities are re-
ported in schizophrenia, out of which is the 
presence of Rheumatoid factor (RF). 
Some authors (Rosenblatt et al. I%8), 
Goldschmidt et al. 1976) have reported 
statistically significant levels of RF in 
schizophrenics as compared to control 
group (age and sex matched) whereas 
Mellsop et al (1973) did not find signific-
ant difference. 
We studied 30 consecutive female 
schizophrenics diagnosed on Research 
Diagnostic Criteria (Spitzer et al. 1975) 
and were age and sex matched with 30 nor-
mal healthy females comprising the con-
trol group. The relevant blood (hemog-
ram, blood sugai. urea, serum proteins, 
etc), urine, stoo'. chest and skull skiag-
rams were done '• > rule out any physical ill-
ness in study and control groups. The pre-
sence of Rhei m itoid factor was detected 
by latex fixation test. Only 2 cases (6.67%) 
from study group and 1 case from control 
group were positive for RF. 
Our findings were consistent with 
those of Mellsop et al. (1973). The pre-
sence of significantly high level of RF in 
other studies (Rosenblatt et al. 1968, 
Goldschmidt et al. 1976) could be because 
they also included schizoaffective and de-
pressed patients in their study. Therefore, 
it can be concluded that the presence of RF 
may not be a acliopathogenic biochemical 
change in schizophrenia. 
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